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Practicum/Practicum Equivalent Experience Lesson Plan Template 

Title of Lesson: Citations Lesson Plan
Unit Title: N/A 

Library Teacher’s Name: Liz Sower
Date Lesson Is to Be Taught: 11/9/10
Grade Level: 10
Subject: English Language Arts 
Time Frame: (Length of Lesson in Days/Class Periods and Number of Minutes Per Period):

20-minute lesson plus circulating assistance throughout the classroom

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner in Action with page numbers:


Skills to be taught in the lesson:


1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. [p. 13]


1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions.

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. [p. 13]

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyse and organize information. [p. 14]


Dispositions to be taught in the lesson:

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. [p. 15]


Responsibilities to be taught in the lesson:


1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. [p. 13]


1.3.4 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within the learning community. [p. 13]


1.3.5 Use information technology responsibly. [p. 13]

2.3.1 Connect understanding to the real world. [p. 14]


Self-assessment strategies to be taught in the lesson:

1.4.2 Use interaction with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. [p. 14]


2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. [p. 15]
Subject Related Massachusetts Curriculum Framework Strands with page numbers:

English Language Arts

General Standard 24: Research

24.4 Apply steps for obtaining information from a variety of sources, organizing information, documenting resources, and presenting research in individual projects:

· use standard bibliographic format to document sources. 
Local Subject Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:


N/A

Local Library/Information Literacy Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:

N/A
Goal or goals for the lesson:

The goal of this lesson is to present an array of online resources and teach students to utilize these tools in order to create a proper bibliography. 

Objectives:  

Students will be able to …

1. Access and use citation builders on the library databases.


2. Use bibme.org, an online citation tool, to build a bibliography. 

3. Explain the importance of citing one’s sources. 

Vocabulary or Key Words:

Fair Use: 
a set of rules in United States copyright law, which allows limited use of copyrighted material without requiring permission from the author or creator, such as for commentary, criticism, news reporting, research, teaching or scholarship.

CopyRight: 
a form of legal protection given to the authors of books, music, movies, or other original works. Users of the books may not make copies without permission from the authors except in limited occurrences for school and personal use where there is no profit involved. This limited use is known as Fair Use. 

Materials or Resources Needed (Provisioning):

PowerPoint slide listing the goals for the lesson

Research pathfinder with link to resources and bibme.org

Computer Lab with one computer available per student
How the Lesson Is to Be Developed:

A. Framing the Lesson or Setting the Stage:

1.
Before the lesson begins, post at the front of the teaching area a basic outline or itinerary of what will be happening during the lesson. (It needs to be framed in general terms. You will provide more details as the lesson progresses.)


Nuclear Chemistry Bibliography Objectives


1. Review the citation builders on the library databases. (5 minutes)

2. Sign up for and use bibme.org, an online citation tool, to build a bibliography. (5 minutes)

3. Continue research and use the citation tools to build your bibliography. (remainder of class period)
2.
Meet students at the door to the library. (Provide whatever directions here that will lead to a smooth beginning of the lesson, for example, where you want them to sit.)



Students will enter the library and proceed to the computer lab as directed by their teacher. I will be in the computer lab welcoming students with the Nuclear Chemistry Bibliography Objectives projected on the white board.
3.
Motivation (Why is this lesson important? What are the students going to learn?):



This lesson is important because it supports the student success in their Chemistry project research assignment. This lesson builds on Donna Johns’ research lesson and equips students with the proper tools to create the bibliography for their assignments. Students will learn to use the citation tools on the library subscription databases as well as the online citation builder bibme.org.
B. Step-by-step outline of how the lesson will be developed. (Think about how you will handle transitions.)

1. First I will introduce myself to the class, “Good morning, I am Mrs. Sower, a practicum student from Simmons College. I am here learning to be a school librarian. Mrs. Johns asked me to talk to you about some tools you will use to build your bibliography. If you have a question at any time, please raise your hand and I will be happy to answer it.”


2. Next, I will go over the Nuclear Chemistry Bibliography Objectives PowerPoint slide and explain to students that we will be exploring the citation tools on the subscription databases, signing up for and using the online citation builder bibme.org, and then they will have time to continue their research and utilize the bibliography tools. 


3. I will open the lesson by saying, “I understand that yesterday you emailed yourself at least three research articles on your topic. Today I am going to show you how to quickly and accurately build your bibliography and properly cite your sources.”


4. I will explain to students that I used Mrs. Johns example of Chernobyl as an example and went ahead and emailed myself three articles from the different resources she presented so I could walk them through creating a bibliography. I will then say, “I understand that this is a group project. How many of you use GoogleDocs? I believe that the best way for your group to build a bibliography is on GoogleDocs. Create a new document, share it with everyone in the group, and add your resources. That way, nothing will get left out and you will all be clear about your sources.” I will already be logged into my Google account and I will open a GoogleDoc to show them how to build the bibliography. 


5. Next I will go back to my email and say, “The first resource I used was Britanica Online. The databases we have at the library all have a built in citation builder.” I will then walk students through accessing the citation and cutting and pasting it to their GoogleDoc Bibliography. 


6. Then I will walk students through the same process with Marshal Cavendish. 


7. The website HowStuffWorks.com also has a citation builder, I will share it with students and will model copying and pasting the citation into a GoogleDocument. 


8. Then I will say, “But most websites don’t have citation buttons that you can click to create your citation. When I am citing websites, I use a website called Bibme.org.” I will open up the link to bibme.org explain how to sign up for an account. I will then go back to my email and open the email with my article link from Wikipedia. Transitioning back to bibme.org I will point out the tabs along the top, choose Website, and paste the URL into the appropriate box. I will walk students through selecting their bibliographic format and downloading the citation. 


9. I will close by reiterating the point that most databases have a citation tool right in the articles, while websites do not. For websites students should use bibme.org. I will thank students for their attention and let them know that I will be present for the remainder of the block to assist them with their research. 
C. Student Work to Be Completed (if any):

1.  Guided Practice:





N/A 

2. Independent Practice:


Students will utilize the database citation tools and the bibliography builder, bibme.org, to cite their sources of information for their Chemistry assignment. 

D.
Student Assessment by the library teacher: (Can the student demonstrate mastery? How do you know if the student met the objectives or not?):

Assessment of the objectives will be informal. As I circulate through the computer lab assisting students with their research, will assess whether they are using the resources that I shared in my lesson to build their bibliography.
E.
Home Activities if Any:




N/A

F.
Teacher Analysis, Reflection, and Evaluation of the Lesson: This section provides an opportunity for the teacher to analyze and reflect on what happened in the lesson – what went well, what didn’t go well – why things happened the way they did, and how to make decisions about how to revise the lesson the next time it is taught. (To assist you in completing this section, please see the document Expectations for Written Products in the Appendix of The Student Handbook 2010-2011.)
Revised 6.23.10


I was happy to have the opportunity to share the citation builders with this tenth grade Chemistry class. I believe they may carry these tools with them throughout all of their courses and studies. I taught this lesson to two different class sessions, and in the first session, as the teacher was introducing me and explaining that I would be talking to the students about their bibliography, one student called out and asked if they could just use bibme.org. This prompted me to begin each session by telling students that, though I would be discussing citations, I would not be talking about how to write and format proper citations. Rather, I would be presenting tools that would help them to quickly build bibliographies with minimal effort.  I believe this helped to capture their attention. Alternately, had I attempted to discuss the components of a citation I would have completely lost their attention. 


In preparation for the lesson I emailed myself articles from the four main sources on their library pathfinder. My goal was to model their exact process for building the bibliography. I also discussed how useful GoogleDocs would be for their bibliography, especially because theirs was a group project. I was able to quickly show the citation feature on each database and I stressed how much time it would save them if they cut and pasted their citations into their GoogleDoc. I also modeled how to cite a website on bibme.org. If I were to give this lesson again, I would have all of the students sign up for a bibme.org account and create one practice citation using a wikipedia article. I think that if the students had the chance to use the resource they would be more likely to use it for their project. As I circulated through the class when they were conducting their research, I noticed that one student was using a different citation builder, EasyBib.com, and was having difficulty getting it to work. As such, I am certain that the students would have benefited from having the opportunity to practice with bibme.org. 


I was surprised that everything in my lesson went pretty much as planned. In my past lessons, both at the high school and in the elementary school practicum, I typically need to modify at least one part of the lesson as I am teaching. But because this was such a straightforward and relatively short lesson, I did not have to do that. In all, I believe the lesson was a success, and I had the feeling that the students appreciated this “short cut” in creating their bibliographies. I fielded research-based questions in both class sessions, though the second class was a bit more self-sufficient than the first. The teacher was very supportive and pointed out to the students that the librarians are a great resource for research questions, and she redirected several of the students’ research questions my way. 
