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Practicum/Practicum Equivalent Experience Lesson Plan Template 

Title of Lesson: Junior Thesis Topic Selection
Unit Title: N/A 

Library Teacher’s Name: Liz Sower
Date Lesson Is to Be Taught: 11/8/10
Grade Level: 11
Subject: History
Time Frame: (Length of Lesson in Days/Class Periods and Number of Minutes Per Period):

15-minute lesson plus circulating assistance throughout the classroom

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner in Action with page numbers:


Skills to be taught in the lesson:
1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-base process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects, and make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. [p. 13]

1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. [p. 13]


1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions.

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. [p. 13]

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for assessing information and pursuing inquiry. [p. 13]

2.1.1 Continue and inquiry-based research process by applying critical-thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. [p. 14]

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. [p. 16]


Dispositions to be taught in the lesson:

1.2.2 Demonstrate confidence and engagement by posing questions and investigating the answers beyond the collection of superficial facts. [p. 13]
1.2.5 Demonstrate adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or strategies when necessary to achieve success. [p. 13]
1.2.6 Display emotional resilience by persisting in information searching despite challenges. [p. 13]

2.2.1 Demonstrate flexibility in the use of resources by adapting information strategies to each specific resource and by seeking additional resources when clear conclusions cannot be met. [p. 14]
3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. [p. 15]

4.2.1 Display curiosity by pursuing interests through multiple resources. [p. 16]


Responsibilities to be taught in the lesson:


1.3.2 Seek divergent perspectives during information gathering and using information. [p. 13]


1.3.4 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within the learning community. [p. 13]

2.3.1 Connect understanding to the real world. [p. 14]

3.3.1 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating with others, and participating as a member of the community. [p. 15]


Self-assessment strategies to be taught in the lesson:

1.4.1 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as necessary.

1.4.2 Use interaction with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. [p. 14]

2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). [p. 14]


2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. [p. 15]


4.4.1 Identify own areas of interest. [p. 16]
Subject Related Massachusetts Curriculum Framework Strands with page numbers:

English Language Arts

General Standard 24: Research

24.4 Apply steps for obtaining information from a variety of sources, organizing information, documenting resources, and presenting research in individual projects. [p. 69]

24.6 Formulate origional, open-ended research questions to explore a topic of interest, design and carry out research, and evaluate the quality of the research paper in terms of the adequacy of its questions, materials, approach, and documentation of sources. [p. 69]
History and Social Science

Grade 12 Elective: American Government

USG.4.8 Use a variety of sources, including newspapers, magazines and the Internet to identify significant world political, demographic, and environmental developments. Analyze ways that these developments may affect United States foreign policy in specific regions of the world. [p. 88]

Local Subject Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:


N/A

Local Library/Information Literacy Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:

N/A

Goal or goals for the lesson:


The goal of this lesson is to introduce students to strategies for choosing a topic for their Junior Thesis project. 

Objectives:  

Students will be able to …

1. Select a thesis topic that has personal significance.

2. Use the resources provided in the Junior Thesis pathfinder to research their thesis topic. 


3. Adapt their research process to find necessary information on their topic.  
Vocabulary or Key Words:

N/A

Materials or Resources Needed (Provisioning):

Online Pathfinder of websites and databases that support student learning in this subject:

http://nnhs.newton.k12.ma.us/library/search-for/junior-thesis

PowerPoint slide listing the goals for the lesson


Laptop computer with Internet and Smartboard connection


Computer Lab with one computer available per student


Book cart pre-loaded with American History books and periodicals for student review

How the Lesson Is to Be Developed:

A. Framing the Lesson or Setting the Stage:

1.
Before the lesson begins, post at the front of the teaching area a basic outline or itinerary of what will be happening during the lesson. (It needs to be framed in general terms. You will provide more details as the lesson progresses.)



Junior Thesis Topic Selection Objectives

1. Discuss strategies for selecting a topic.

2. Look at the Junior Thesis Pathfinder and review its resources. 

3. Using the Pathfinder and other library resources, begin researching possible topics for the assignment.

2.
Meet students at the door to the library. (Provide whatever directions here that will lead to a smooth beginning of the lesson, for example, where you want them to sit.)



Students will enter the library and proceed to the computer lab as directed by their teacher. I will be in the computer lab welcoming students with the Junior Thesis Topic Selection Objectives projected on the Smartboard. 

3.
Motivation (Why is this lesson important? What are the students going to learn?):



This lesson is important because it supports the students’ Junior Thesis assignment, which is their major History assignment for the year. Additionally, the lesson will impart valuable information literacy skills. Students will learn strategies to select an appropriate thesis topic and will research that topic on the library’s subscription databases. An online pathfinder will be presented to students, which they may use throughout the course of the assignment. Additionally, students will be introduced to the database citation builders so they may properly cite their sources. 
B. Step-by-step outline of how the lesson will be developed. (Think about how you will handle transitions.)

1. First I will introduce myself to the class, “Good morning, I am Mrs. Sower, a practicum student from Simmons College. I am here learning to be a school librarian, and I am thrilled to have the opportunity to talk to you about choosing a Junior Thesis topic. If you have a question at any time, please raise your hand and I will be happy to answer it.”

2. Next, I will point to the Junior Thesis Topic Selection slide, which will be projected on the Smartboard. I will explain that we will be discussing strategies for choosing a Junior Thesis topic, researching that topic using the resources located in the Junior Thesis Pathfinder, and then students will have time to begin research on their topic for your writing assignment.

3. I will say, “Before we dive into the resources we have here for you in the library I wanted to talk about topic selection. How many of you have an idea of what you would like to write your paper about? How many of you have no idea? For those of you who have no idea, you might benefit from looking through some of these books that we pulled for you. For instance, the American Decades series covers several decades in American History. If you have a time period you are interested in, you might look through these to dial in to a topic for your thesis.”

4. Then I will say, “Everything has a history. Cooking, roads, earthquakes, your town. What about your family? Do you have relatives who served in a war, or witnessed a major historical event? When did your ancestors first arrive in America, and what do you think life was like for them when they got here? Mrs. Morell gave me a copy of your assignment and I was impressed by the amount of work you will all be doing. You will be with your Junior Thesis topic for a while, so it is important to choose something that you are really interested in.” 

5. Then I will discuss the archives room, I will hold up one of the yearbooks and school newspaper collections and say, “The library has an archives room of historical documents that you might want to check out. I’ve pulled some items from the library’s archives room. There are a bunch of historical documents about Newton, and the high school – you might find something back there that sparks an idea. Take this little box for instance; it contains newspaper clippings about Newton High School students who died in wars in the 20th century. You might find names in here that you can then find in the yearbooks. From there you might look into what it was like in Newton during one of the world wars.”

6. I will then take the American Heritage magazines and pass out one to each student and explain that these magazines have articles about interesting events in American history that the students have probably never heard of. “Take a minute to flip through them before you begin your online research, swap them with the people sitting near you. These magazines are an excellent place to get an idea for topics.”

7. Next I will transition by saying, “So, once you have an idea for a possible topic, you will need to make sure that there is enough information out there for you to build your paper. The best way for me to show you how to do this is to choose a topic myself and demonstrate how I would go about zeroing in on an aspect of the topic so it is appropriate for the project.” 

8. I will then model how I develop my idea for a topic, “So, when I think about American History I think of the Civil War. For some reason it is always the first thing that pops into my mind. There’s just something so fascinating about that time period. I mean can you imagine if the country split in half and went to war with itself today? I have relatives that live in Louisiana and they would be considered the enemy.” 

9. Then I will go on to explain why the topic “the Civil War” is way to broad for this assignment, and that I need to focus in a bit. So I will go through a process of what it is about the war that I find so intriguing, “I will say, I am interested in the relations between the troops on either side – what was it like having been part of the same country and then turned into enemies? So, I was wondering, other than in battle, when would they have interacted? And I thought, prison. Prisoners of war. I have heard of the prisons during the civil war and they sound like terrible places. So, maybe I could pick one to research. My topic could be civil war prisons.”

10. Then I will demonstrate how to use Google Wonderwheel, “I have my topic, but I am not sure what terms I should use. Believe it or not I am going to use Google. I can type in my search topic, then click Wonderwheel. This gives me a handful of related search terms, if I click on one of them several more search terms come up. This is also a great way to dial down into a more specific topic.” I will then demonstrate a search on Civil War prisons that leads me to Andersonville.  

11. Next I will demonstrate how to use the Encyclopedia Britanica database, “The first place I am going to look on the pathfinder is Encyclopedia Britanica. I know that this resource is going to give me a good overview and some basic information on the topic. I want to run as broad of a search as I can so that I don’t exclude any information. I’ll use one of the search terms I found on my Google Wheel and see what turns up.” I will suggest that students email themselves the article so they will have their research accessible and organized in one place. I will also note the citation tool. 

12. The next database I will share is Power Search, “Next, I am going to use Power Search. Searching this database is like searching a large library. So I am going to be a little more specific in my search. I am going to type in Andersonville Civil War Prison. Now before you begin to read the result of the search, check out these tabs along the top of the screen…” I will show students that results are organized into categories by books, academic journals, magazines, etc… and will remind students that their assignment calls for four secondary sources, one periodical, and two primary sources. I will point out that the Media tab might be a great place to find primary sources, or might contain information that will lead you to primary sources. Again I will suggest emailing articles to themselves and will point out the databases citation feature. 

13. I will explain that all of the databases on the pathfinder follow the same basic search format. If they have specific questions, the librarians are a great resource for them. I will point out the “Contact Us” link on the pathfinder and let students know that if they have any questions about their research or topic they should absolutely email the librarians. I will ask students if any of them have an idea for a topic they would like to share so I can again demonstrate a search.

14. Finally, I will remind students, “If you want to access these databases from home you will log into the library website and click on passwords. The databases listed here require a password, so if you are having trouble accessing one, go here to get the password.”

15. I will point out the “Contact Us” link on the pathfinder and let students know that if they have any questions about their research or topic they should absolutely email the librarians who are a great resource.   

16. In closing, I will ask students if they have any questions about the resources I presented. I will answer questions, thank them for their attention and let them know that I will be on hand in the computer lab if they run in to any problems using the resources.

C. Student Work to Be Completed (if any):

1.  Guided Practice:





N/A

2. Independent Practice:


Per the teacher’s assignment, the students are to choose three possible topics and write a paragraph about each topic. Students are to use the resources and strategies provided in my lesson to begin their research on their possible topics. 
D.
Student Assessment by the library teacher: (Can the student demonstrate mastery? How do you know if the student met the objectives or not?):
. 

Assessment of the objectives will be informal. As I circulate through the computer lab assisting students and viewing their searches I will assess whether they are using the resources and strategies that I shared in my lesson to choose a topic and research it. 

E.
Home Activities if Any:



N/A

F.
Teacher Analysis, Reflection, and Evaluation of the Lesson: This section provides an opportunity for the teacher to analyze and reflect on what happened in the lesson – what went well, what didn’t go well – why things happened the way they did, and how to make decisions about how to revise the lesson the next time it is taught. (To assist you in completing this section, please see the document Expectations for Written Products in the Appendix of The Student Handbook 2010-2011.)
Revised 6.23.10



I presented this lesson in support of the grade eleven Junior Thesis, the students’ major history assignment. In preparation for the lesson, I met with the History Teacher, Mrs. Morrill, and the school librarian, Donna Johns, to discuss their goals for the lesson. The teacher stressed that this lesson should give students strategies for selecting a Junior Thesis topic. She did not want the lesson to focus on the actual research process. Mrs. Morrill felt that the lesson Donna presented last year was very effective. As such, I modeled my lesson after this format, which was to present the process of selecting a topic and narrowing it down. I chose civil war prisons, specifically, the Confederate Andersonville prison, as my topic. I modeled for students how I narrowed my search from the huge topic “civil war” down to a specific one appropriate for their Junior Thesis. 


I read the students’ assignment prior to my lesson and was sure to reiterate that they needed four secondary resources, one periodical and two primary sources for their bibliography. I pointed out how they might use the library database Power Search to find examples of each. Though I did run into a little bit of technical trouble, in that the stylus for the Smartboard failed to work, I was able to switch over to the lap top computer to navigate the pathfinder without interrupting the flow of the lesson. In all, I felt that the lesson successfully conveyed topic selection strategies and presented the online resources without overwhelming students with details. I circulated and fielded questions as the students began their research and felt that they were equipped to use the resources. The students needed the greatest amount of assistance in narrowing down their topic to one appropriate for the assignment. I was happy to see that many of the students utilized the Google Wonder Wheel feature to find additional search terms for their topics. 


In gathering feedback from the College Supervisor and the school librarian, we identified several areas where the lesson might be modified in the future. Both the supervisor and librarian noted that they felt the books could have been better presented. Perhaps by displaying the most interesting titles face out on several carts to make them more visible or along the windowsill. I will absolutely keep this in mind as I plan future lessons; it makes sense that displaying resources this way will generate interest. The librarian also shared that she never presents a general question to the class. I learned the hard way during my lesson that the high school students are not willing to volunteer an answer, and I discussed strategies for increasing student participation. Donna suggested that I either require all students to answer a question or divide them into groups or rows and let them know that their group will be responsible for providing an answer. I will be sure to keep this in mind for future lessons, as the silence was rather deafening when I asked the class to give me topic ideas from the American Heritage magazines! I am happy with the result of this class session, and I was honored to be given the opportunity to present such an important lesson for these students.  
