Simmons College – Graduate School of Library and Information Science
PAGE  
4

Practicum/Practicum Equivalent Experience Lesson Plan Template 

Liz Sower – Lawrence School Brookline (K-8)

Title of Lesson: Story Elements and The Boy Who Lived With the Bears

Unit Title: N/A
Library Teacher’s Name: Liz Sower
Date Lesson Is to Be Taught: 9/21/10, 9/22/10, 9/28/10
Grade Level: 4
Subject: English Language Arts 

Time Frame: (Length of Lesson in Days/Class Periods and Number of Minutes Per Period):

Lesson 1 of 1; 20 minutes

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner in Action with page numbers:


Skills to be taught in the lesson:


1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. [p. 13]

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. [p. 13]


Dispositions to be taught in the lesson:

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. [p. 15]


Responsibilities to be taught in the lesson:

4.3.2 Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes. [p. 16]


Self-assessment strategies to be taught in the lesson:

2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. [p. 15]

Subject Related Massachusetts Curriculum Framework Strands with page numbers:

English Language Arts

General Standard 12: Fiction
12.2: Identify and analyze elements of plot, character, and setting in the stories they read and write.

Appendix A: Suggested Authors, Illustrators, and Works Reflecting Our Common Literary and Cultural Heritage

Grades 3-4: Myths and Legends of indigenous peoples of North America
History and Social Science

Grade 4: North American Geography with Optional Standards for One Early Civilization 

4.8 On a map of the world, locate North America. On a map of North America, locate the United States, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi and Rio Grande Rivers, the Great Lakes, Hudson Bay, and the Rocky and Appalachian Mountain ranges. (G)
Local Subject Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:

N/A
Local Library/Information Literacy Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:
Use the Library Well in the Following Ways

· Experience the library as a welcoming place where they can be comfortable and be supported in their inquiries, maintain good habits and engage in self-directed activity. 

· Understand that the librarian is a teacher and a resource for learning about the library.

· Listen well to shared literature, to the librarian’s information, and to others as they speak. 

Experience Literature and Cultivate Literacy in the Following Ways

· Participate in discussions effectively, listen well and be heard easily. 

· Easily make distinctions among genres: folktales, fictional stories and types, biographies, nonfiction, etc.

· Be introduces to new literature and good stories through read-alouds and book talks. 

· Participate in book discussions – in class, in the library, among friends and at home. 

Goal or goals for the lesson:


Using a traditional Native American folktale as the vehicle, the goal of this lesson is to teach students the story elements of plot, setting, and character.

Objectives:  

Students will be able to …

1. Define the story elements plot, setting, and character.
2. Understand that folktales are stories or legends that often carry a moral message and are passed down orally from one generation to the next and becomes part of a community's tradition.

3. Identify North America on the map and locate where the Iroquois lived.

Vocabulary or Key Words:

Plot: 

What happens in a story.

Setting: 
Where or when a story happens.

Character: 
Who the story happens to.

Folktale:
Stories or legends that often carry a moral message and are passed down orally from one generation to the next and becomes part of a community's tradition.

Materials or Resources Needed (Provisioning):

Bruchac, J. (1995). The Boy Who Lived With the Bears: And Other Iroquois Stories. New York: HarperCollins.

A large map of North America

Three large cards with the words Plot, Setting, and Character written on them

Today’s Goals for posting

How the Lesson Is to Be Developed:

A. Framing the Lesson or Setting the Stage:

1.
Before the lesson begins, post at the front of the teaching area a basic outline or itinerary of what will be happening during the lesson. (It needs to be framed in general terms. You will provide more details as the lesson progresses.)

(The information below is printed in large font and hung on the white board)

Today’s Goals




Review the terms Plot, Setting, and Character.


Identify North America on the Map


Identify where the Iroquois lived.


Read The Boy Who Lived With the Bears by Joseph Bruchac


Browse and Borrow
2.
Meet students at the door to the library. (Provide whatever directions here that will lead to a smooth beginning of the lesson, for example, where you want them to sit.)
1. Students enter the library and are lead by their teacher to the Story Stairs. This is the student’s established routine.

2.  I will greet the students, reintroduce myself, and introduce tell the students that I will read a traditional Iroquois folktale and we will discuss the story elements of plot, setting, and character. 

3.
Motivation (Why is this lesson important? What are the students going to learn?):



In support of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts, students will learn simple definitions of plot, setting, and character in this lesson. These definitions will assist students in their future studies and in answering MCAS test questions on the subject. The lesson is important in that it supports the students’ classroom learning of story elements through reading a traditional Native American folktale. Finally, fourth grade students are currently studying geography, as such; locating North America and the home of the Iroquois will support their understanding of geography. 
B. Step-by-step outline of how the lesson will be developed. (Think about how you will handle transitions.)

1. Prior to the students’ arrival I will display the large map of North America and Today’s Goals in the Story Stairs area and will set the folktale book on the Story Chair. 

2. Students will enter the library and will be lead by their teacher to the Story Stairs. I will be waiting there to welcome them. 
3. After the students have been seated I will introduce myself, saying, “I am Mrs. Sower. I am a library student and I am here learning from Mrs. Browder this fall. I am very excited to get the opportunity to share a story with you!” 
4. Next I will address Today’s Goals. I will explain that in this class session we will:



Review the terms Plot, Setting, and Character.

Identify North America on the Map

Identify where the Iroquois lived.

Read The Boy Who Lived With the Bears by Joseph Bruchac

Browse and Borrow

5. Next I will suggest that we get started. I will remind students that if they have an answer to a question they should raise their hands quietly and wait to be called on. 

6. I will pick up the large card with Character written on it. I will ask the students if anyone can tell me what a character in a story is. Then I will ask the same questions for Plot and Setting. I will give a simple definition for each and will write it out on the white board beside me.

Plot: 

What happens in a story.

Setting: 
Where or when a story happens.

Character: 
Who the story happens to.
7. Next I will use an example of a story so that students can practice their knowledge of the story elements. I will ask, “Is everyone familiar with the story of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory? Who can tell me the name of a Character in that story? Now who would like to describe the Setting of the story? What about the Plot?” I will praise the students for their quick grasp of the story elements and will quickly repeat the three definitions, “Plot is what happens in a story, character is who it happens to, and setting is where and when it happens.”

8. Next I will say, “Let’s keep these concepts in mind as you listen to the story The Boy Who Lived With the Bears by Joseph Bruchac.

9.  I will point to the map North America and ask if anyone can identify what continent is represented on the map. I will then ask if anyone can point to where New York is located on the map. I will tell students that we will be reading a story about the Iroquois Native American tribe who lived throughout New York. 

10. Next I will hold up the book and say “Folktales often have a moral or a message, lets listen for the message in this story and remember to keep in mind the story elements, plot, setting, and character as we read.” Then I will read the story. 

11. Once complete, I will elicit feedback about the story, “Can anyone tell me what they think the moral of this story is?” “Did you think the boy would ever see his Uncle again?” “How did you feel when the different hunters were in the forest?” 

12. Finally I will ask students to raise their hands if they can share the plot, setting, or characters in the story. I will praise the students for their grasp of the story elements as well as their good behavior and let them know that they are free to browse the stacks and borrow books for the remainder of class.

C. Student Work to Be Completed (if any):

1.  Guided Practice:





N/A

2. Independent Practice:


N/A

D.
Student Assessment by the library teacher: (Can the student demonstrate mastery? How do you know if the student met the objectives or not?):



My assessment of the students will be informal. Through observing how many students raise their hands to answer questions I hope to determine whether they absorbed the definitions of plot, setting, and character and folktales. The students’ ability to name the North American continent on the map and point out New York State will assess their basic geography skills. 
E.
Home Activities if Any:

N/A

F.
Teacher Analysis, Reflection, and Evaluation of the Lesson: This section provides an opportunity for the teacher to analyze and reflect on what happened in the lesson – what went well, what didn’t go well – why things happened the way they did, and how to make decisions about how to revise the lesson the next time it is taught. (To assist you in completing this section, please see the document Expectations for Written Products in the Appendix of The Student Handbook 2010-2011.)
Revised 6.23.10


Prior to planning this lesson, I sought the teachers’ input to determine what the students were currently covering in their classroom so I could support their learning. I also asked my cooperating practitioner’s advice in choosing a story to use as a vehicle for my lesson. While I have some experience in reading to younger students, I have never been in front of a fourth grade class and I wasn’t sure what to expect. I did not know if it would be a challenge to keep the students’ attention throughout a whole lesson or the story. I was pleasantly surprised by the students’ response to the story, their participation in the lesson, and by the knowledge I gained in planning and carrying out this lesson. 


My first step in planning this lesson was to speak with the fourth grade classroom teachers. I was able to touch base with two teachers; the first reported that the students were covering story elements and the second that his class was studying geography. The teachers were happy to share what they were doing in their classrooms and, after hearing so much about curriculum support in my classes at Simmons, I was excited to finally put the idea into practice. Given my allotted timeframe (twenty minutes) for the lesson I was unsure how to develop a lesson that covered story elements and geography, but with the help of my cooperating practitioner I was able to choose a story that supported both teachers’ curriculum. An additional consideration was a request by the teacher of 4W to allow time for her students to practice their library routine, as such I was sure to keep her needs in mind and to stay as concise as possible during my lesson with her class. 


Rusty suggested the book The Boy Who Lived With the Bears by Joseph Bruchac, a Native American folktale about a young boy who loses his own family and finds a new one in the forest with the bears. Upon my first read through I wasn’t sure if the story would hold the students’ attention as it felt rather long for a read aloud. Additionally, there are several lines of song in the story and I did not feel comfortable singing them to students. I mentioned the latter concern to Rusty and she assured me that just speaking the lines would be fine. I decided to move forward with the story and consult the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for fourth grade story element and geography standards. Rusty provided a map of North America for me to reference in the beginning of the lesson and it helped me to tie everything together. 


I was truly surprised by the students’ reactions to the lesson and story. I taught this lesson to three different fourth grade classes and the responses to the story were nearly identical; the students really enjoyed it! Rusty was right; it was just edgy enough to keep their full attention. During my reading the students laughed at the same parts, asked questions throughout, and responded to my open-ended questions thoughtfully. I was so pleased that they enjoyed the story. I was also happy with how well the students were able to answer my questions about plot, setting, and character. The students were able to define each term and give examples both before and after the story. Rusty had some great feedback about the lesson. She felt that because I had such a short amount of time to fit everything I wanted to accomplish into the lesson, she suggested I spend less time on geography. Rather than eliciting student feedback about the map, Rusty suggested that I only reference it and explain that the Native American tribe in the story lived in North America in New York and point right to the area on the map. Additionally, she suggested that one can never read a story too slowly, and offered that I might slow down my reading for the listeners’ benefit. I incorporated both of these suggestions into the second and third class sessions and felt that they helped me to refine the lesson. 

