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Practicum/Practicum Equivalent Experience Lesson Plan Template 

Liz Sower – Lawrence School Brookline (K-8)

Title of Lesson: Mysteries and Detectives Book Talk with Catalogue Lesson
Unit Title: N/A
Library Teacher’s Name: Liz Sower
Date Lesson Is to Be Taught: 10/7/10, 10/8/10
Grade Level: 5
Subject: English Language Arts & Research 

Time Frame: (Length of Lesson in Days/Class Periods and Number of Minutes Per Period):

Lesson 1 of 1; 20 minutes

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner in Action with page numbers:


Skills to be taught in the lesson:


1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. [p. 13]

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. [p. 13]

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. [p. 16]


Dispositions to be taught in the lesson:

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. [p. 15]


Responsibilities to be taught in the lesson:

1.3.5 Use information technology responsibly. [p. 13]


4.3.2 Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes. [p. 16]


Self-assessment strategies to be taught in the lesson:


1.4.4 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. [p. 14]


2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. [p. 15]

Subject Related Massachusetts Curriculum Framework Strands with page numbers:

English Language Arts

Standard #24: Research


24.2 Identify and apply steps in conducting and reporting research (define the need for information; initiate a plan for searching for information; locate resources, evaluate the relevance of the information; interpret, use, and communicate the information; evaluate the research project as a whole).


Local Subject Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:

N/A
Local Library/Information Literacy Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:
Students will:

· Experience the library as a welcoming place where they can be comfortable and supported in their inquiries. 

· Understand the physical organization of the library (the library catalog, fiction, nonfiction, reference, circulation desk) by sections and within sections.

· Identify the library web pages as a point of entry for both print and online resources. 

· Regard the librarian as a teacher and source of information about the library. 

· Become increasingly self-reliant in selecting and locating materials. 

· Listen well to shared literature and to the librarian and teachers’ information.

· Experience literature through book talks, book sharing and making connections with literature. 

· Search the catalog by subject and power search as well as author, title and keyword.

[Source: Grade 5 Library Curriculum Goals (RB – Lawrence School Library)]

Goal or goals for the lesson:


Students will experience literature through several book talks and will learn how to utilize the Explore! Feature and visual search on the library’s Destiny Catalog. 

Objectives:  

Students will be able to …

1. Utilize the catalog’s Explore! feature to conduct a subject heading search.
2. Access the Visual Search feature on the library catalog.

3. Search for titles similar to those they are fond of.

Vocabulary or Key Words:

Subject Heading: 
Subject headings are used to classify books. They allow us to organize and search titles.

Visual Search: 
A pre-exiting Resource list in the library catalogue often about a subject of interest.

Materials or Resources Needed (Provisioning):

Today’s Goals for posting


Book Talk Notes for 12 titles (along with the books)


Mystery and Detective Author handout


Laptop, Projector and Screen

How the Lesson Is to Be Developed:

A. Framing the Lesson or Setting the Stage:

1.
Before the lesson begins, post at the front of the teaching area a basic outline or itinerary of what will be happening during the lesson. (It needs to be framed in general terms. You will provide more details as the lesson progresses.)

(The information below is presented on a PowerPoint slide and projected on a screen in frot of the students)

Today’s Goals




Listen to a Book Talk about Mystery & Detective Stories




Practice using Explore! on the Catalog




View a Catalog Visual Search Catalog



Browse and Borrow Books

2.
Meet students at the door to the library. (Provide whatever directions here that will lead to a smooth beginning of the lesson, for example, where you want them to sit.)
1. Students enter the library and will be directed to find a seat in the Study Tables area.

2. I will greet the students, introduce myself and tell them that I am very excited to have the opportunity to share some of my favorite titles with them. 

3.
Motivation (Why is this lesson important? What are the students going to learn?):



In support of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts, students will learn basic search strategies. This lesson will support students in both their search for recreational reading as well as subject-based research. The book talk will also introduce several titles to students and increase their knowledge of mystery and detective stories in the library. 
B. Step-by-step outline of how the lesson will be developed. (Think about how you will handle transitions.)

1. Prior to the students’ arrival I will arrange the laptop, projector and screen in the Study Tables area. The PowerPoint slides with Today’s Goals will be projected and the library catalog will be minimized on the computer. I will arrange the seats in the Study Table Area so that all students will have a view of the screen.

2. Students will enter the library and will be directed to find a seat in the Study Tables area. 
3. After the students have been seated I will introduce myself, saying, “I am Mrs. Sower. I am a library student and I am here learning from Mrs. Browder. I am very excited to have the chance to share some of my favorite books with you and to show you how to conduct a special search in the Destiny Catalog!” 
4. Next I will address Today’s Goals on the PowerPoint slide. I will explain that in this class session we will:

· Listen to a Book Talk about Mystery & Detective Stories

· Practice using Explore! on the Catalog

· View a Catalog Visual Search Catalog
· Browse and Borrow Books
5. Next I will explain what a book talk is. I will say, “Librarians often present Book Talks to students so they may share the library’s resources for a certain subject. Today I am going to share with you some of the library’s Mystery and Detective books.”

6. Next I will present the following book talk:

Mysteries and Detectives

I understand your class is reading Coraline by Neal Gaiman. I wanted to share with you some other books that are mysterious and creepy. My favorite genre is Mystery and Suspense. These are fictional stories, usually realistic, about a mysterious event, which is not explained or a crime that is not solved until the end of the story to keep the reader in suspense. In our library we call them Mystery and Detective Stories. 

Coraline is both mysterious and suspenseful and it has elements of the paranormal in it (which is why I enjoyed it so much!)

I have one author in particular that I wanted to share with you. Like Neil Gaiman, John Bellairs likes to blend reality with the supernatural in order to create frightening and mysterious worlds. Like Coraline, John Bellairs’ young characters face larger than life foes, mysterious monsters, and worlds in which adults don’t always know what’s best.

Take for instance:

The House With the Clock in its Walls

I read this for the first time last year, and I ended up sleeping with the lights on for a few nights. After losing his parents Lewis Barnavelt moves to Michigan to live with his mysterious uncle Jonathan who happens to be a wizard. Jonathan's house was previously owned by a sinister couple who dedicated their lives to evil magic, and plotted to bring about the end of the world. Before dying, they constructed a clock and hid it somewhere inside the walls of the house, where it eternally ticks. Lewis must find the clock before it brings on the end of the world.

In The Mansion and the Mist young Anthony Monday is looking forward to some rest and relaxation when he accompanies his librarian friend and her brother to their cabin on a remote island. What he finds is a chest that transports him to an alternate world where a group of impossibly old maniacs is plotting to end the world. Anthony might need a vacation from his vacation. 

A boy named Johnny Dixon appears in several of Bellairs’ tales. He is a normal thirteen-year-old boy who has some incredibly abnormal experiences. In In The Spell of the Sorcerer’s Skull, Johnny’s close friend Professor Childermass has gone missing. Luckily, he left some clues: a haunted dollhouse and a menacing jack o’lantern. Not much to go on, but Johnny is a resourceful boy, and he’d better be. After he removes a tiny skull from the dollhouse, evil forces are released that threaten his friends’ lives.  

Johnny Dixon runs into a touch of trouble again in this creepy tale of a maniacal wizard who has created robots who can only be activated by human eyes. Read The Eyes of the Killer Robot to find out if Johnny Dixon escapes with his sight. 

We have plenty of other supernatural mysteries that require more than just basic detective work to solve:

Bristlefur is a deadly secret agent. When Sir Archebald, the director of Britain’s most secret counterspy bureau is poisoned it is up to Bristlefur to hunt down the killer. But, a luggage mix up sends him to New Jersey where he is adopted by a family who, to his horror, renames him Mr. Stink. Did I mention that Bristlefur is a cat? Read about his adventures in The Postman Always Brings Mice (Holm & Hamel)

The Dollhouse Murders (Betty Ren Wright)

Amy Trelor is such a lucky girl, she discovers a dollhouse in her aunt’s attic that is an exact replica of the family home …. Only that dollhouse? Well, the dolls inside move, by themselves, and they seem to be trying to tell her something. Her aunt doesn’t believe her so she does a little sleuthing at her local library and uncovers a huge family secret. Amy must solve the mystery surrounding it to get those dolls to sit still. 

Goosebumps series by R.L. Stine

R.L. Stines’ wonderfully twisted imagination knows no bounds. The library carries several titles in the Goosebumps series, including this one: Say Cheese & Die the 4th book in the Goosebumps series is about a boy named Greg who finds a mysterious camera with a knack for predicting the future. Unfortunately the future tends to be rather grisly and Greg and his friends must figure out how it works or at least how to get rid of it. 

Real Life presents mysterious situations that require a Detective to sort out. The following titles are fictitious, but they could happen:

Sammy Keyes series (Wendelin Van Draanen)

Seventh Grader Sammy Keyes is an amateur sleuth. In Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief she gets into trouble with her grandmother's binoculars. Sammy was just killing time when she looked across the avenue with the binoculars. She certainly didn't imagine that she would see a thief in the act of stealing something from a Hotel. The worst part is that the thief saw Sammy spying! And what did "smart" Sammy do then? She waved at the thief! Now she’s is in loads of trouble. Read The Hotel Thief to find out if she can solve the mystery before the thief finds her. If you like it, we have several more in the series.

Sixteen individuals who are mysteriously chosen to live in the Sunset Towers apartment building on the shore of Lake Michigan come together to hear the will of the self-made millionaire, Sam Westing. The will takes the form of a puzzle, dividing the sixteen "heirs" into eight pairs, giving each pair a different set of clues. They are challenged to solve the mystery of which of them killed Sam Westing. As an incentive, each heir is given $10,000 to play the game. Whoever solves the mystery will inherit Sam Westing's 200 million dollar fortune. Read The Westing Game (Ellen Raskin) to find out who killed Sam Westing and who can quit their job for good.
Encyclopedia Brown series (Donald Sobol)

Leroy Brown, aka Encyclopedia Brown, is an accomplished ten-year-old detective with his own detective agency.  He solves mysteries for the kids in his neighborhood and every night around the dinner table, Encyclopedia helps his dad, the police chief, solve his most baffling crimes. There are ten mysteries in each book! 

Finally, I have a set of books that allow you to solve mysteries for yourself, or at least come to your own conclusions. 

Hoaxes (Judith Herbst)

A look at some of history's most famous hoaxes and publicity stunts, including fairy photographs, moon-men, lost tribes, and crop circles.

Crime & Puzzlement 2: More Solve-Them-Yourself Picture Mysteries (Lawrence Treat)

You are the Detective in this book! Read the story. Ponder the picture. And solve it yourself! 

Finally, in Even More 5-Minute Mysteries (Kenneth Weber), readers are again challenged to solve mysteries. They are called 5-minute mysteries because each one is only a couple pages long. The solutions are at the end of the book. 

7. Next I will let students know that they are welcome to come up and check out any of the titles I presented. I will then say, “We can use our catalog to find books that are similar to ones we already know we like. Have you ever seen one of those library lists that says something like If you like Harry Potter, then you’ll like Artemis Fowl? Well you can make your own list like that one by using the catalog’s Explore! feature.”

8. I will then direct the students’ attention to the screen and will pull up the Library Catalog. I will explain that students that we will use one of the titles they heard about today as an example. 

9. First, I will type the title The House with a Clock in its Walls into the search box. I will ask, “Who can tell me which search box I should choose?” (Title search)

10. I will click on the book title and point out that there is all sorts of information about the book (title, author, call number, summary). Then I will say, “But I already read this book, I want to find other books like it.” 

11. I will then direct the students’ attention to the Explore! feature and will explain that in addition to other information about the book this is where I will find my subject headings. I will say “Librarians use subject headings to classify books. It is a way for us to organize and search titles.” I will hover over the subject headings and show the students that if the letters turn blue it means we have other titles in the catalog with the same subject headings. Other books that are like this one.

12. I will click through each subject heading to show students how it pulls up other similar titles. 

13. I will then do a quick recap using Coraline as an example.

14. I will ask if any students have questions about the catalog search and will encourage them to ask me or the librarian if they need any assistance. I will then pass out the Detective and Mystery Authors handout and invite students to check out any of the books I addressed in my book talk and quickly show them how to access the Mystery and Detectives Visual Search on the catalog.

15. Finally I will thank the students for their attention and release them for Browsing and Borrowing.

C. Student Work to Be Completed (if any):

1.  Guided Practice:





N/A

2. Independent Practice:


N/A

D.
Student Assessment by the library teacher: (Can the student demonstrate mastery? How do you know if the student met the objectives or not?):



My assessment of the students will be informal. I will assess how attentive the students listen to the book talk and explanation of the catalog search features and will also assess students understanding of the Explore! feature as I assist students in browsing and borrowing.
 
E.
Home Activities if Any:

N/A

F.
Teacher Analysis, Reflection, and Evaluation of the Lesson: This section provides an opportunity for the teacher to analyze and reflect on what happened in the lesson – what went well, what didn’t go well – why things happened the way they did, and how to make decisions about how to revise the lesson the next time it is taught. (To assist you in completing this section, please see the document Expectations for Written Products in the Appendix of The Student Handbook 2010-2011.)
Revised 6.23.10


In my Young Adult Literature and Young Adult Services course, book talks were among my favorite assignments. I enjoyed the idea of creating a hook for a certain story and enticing students to read a book they may not have picked up otherwise. However, book talking a set number of titles in front of my own classmates was quite different than the reality of book talking titles to three fifth grade classes. In addition to writing just enough about each book to peak students’ interest, I only had duplicate copies of a few titles which increased the number of titles I included in my discussion. As such, memorizing the hooks proved challenging. Additionally, I was forced to stray from my “script” so that I could involve students in the book talk and make it more engaging. With that came some curveballs (as my Practicum Supervisor called them) and this lesson absolutely tested my memorization skills and my ability to think on my toes. 


My first real challenge in developing this lesson came in choosing the books. The library did not have multiple copies of many of the books that I wished to include in my talk and I had to think about how I could include series books to ensure students were able to borrow the titles I discussed. I had a few moments of panic when I realized that I would need to create hooks for about eighteen to twenty titles. I focused on developing my book talk around John Bellairs’ titles as I found they connected nicely with Coraline, by Neil Gaiman (the current book read by fifth grade classes). Once I had those hooks down, I then focused on titles in series or ones which we had multiple copies of. It was still a juggling act and was rather overwhelming to practice and remember each set of titles, but I felt as though I was able to pull it together for each class session. 

I taught this lesson to three different classes which gave me opportunity to slightly modify each session to improve its outcome. In the first session I was focused on getting through the book talk and remembering all of the book hooks, so I did not invite much interaction from the students. By the second session I felt more confident and was able to engage students with a few questions. I felt that the third session had the most student interaction as I prompted them with questions about their experiences or about different titles. In the future I will absolutely try a book talk format suggested by my Supervising Practitioner in which the students are the book talkers while the librarian facilitates the discussion. I think it would be a wonderful way to share titles without having the burden of significant prep time. There was one significant curveball that came in the form of teacher input during the third session of the lesson. The classroom teacher raised his hand to stop me from discussing The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin, because the students will be reading it next year in grade six. I tried to make light of it and still described the book saying it was something that they could look forward to, though I completely disagree with the teacher in keeping the students from reading the book. It did highlight the importance of alerting teachers to the titles I plan to share in the future so I might avoid similar instances. One last thing that I need to keep in mind for future book talks is to be sure to say the author’s name clearly and to provide a list of all the books presented along with their author’s to students. I did provide a list for Rusty, but I believe that distributing such a list to students would be beneficial. 


The second half of the lesson centered on catalog searching, specifically, the catalog’s Explore! feature, which allows users to search the catalog by subject heading. My goal was to draw a clear connection between the list of Detective and Mystery titles I gave to students in my book talk and their ability to search the catalog to find lists of titles similar to the ones they have read and enjoyed. I believe that using the example of the “If you like this book, then you might like these” book lists drew a successful connection with the students’ prior knowledge. At my time in the Lawrence School Library I’ve witnessed many students who seem unsure of how to begin their search for a recreational reading book. Though I am certain the librarian has modeled and taught and reminded them of different search strategies, they often rely on browsing the stacks or asking the librarian for assistance. It is my hope that this lesson gave them a tool to find books like the ones they have already read and enjoyed. It is difficult to assess whether or not students will use the catalog feature. I did feel that they were engaged in the lesson and I hope that my two example searches reinforced how to use the tool. I think students would have benefited from a handout with basic instructions for using the Explore! feature on the catalog. Unfortunately, it was not something that I considered doing at the time. 


I feel that this was a successful and fun lesson, one which allowed me to share some of my very favorite titles with students. More importantly, I hope that the students feel more comfortable in searching the catalog and understand that it is a powerful tool which can connect them with books they will enjoy. 
