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Practicum/Practicum Equivalent Experience Lesson Plan Template 

Title of Lesson: Monotheism & Prophets Pathfinder Presentation
Unit Title: N/A 

Library Teacher’s Name: Liz Sower
Date Lesson Is to Be Taught: 11/12/10
Grade Level: 9
Subject: History
Time Frame: (Length of Lesson in Days/Class Periods and Number of Minutes Per Period):

10-minute lesson plus circulating assistance throughout the classroom

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner in Action with page numbers:


Skills to be taught in the lesson:


1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. [p. 13]


1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions.

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. [p.13]

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g. textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. [p. 13]

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for assessing information and pursuing inquiry. [p. 13]

2.1.1 Continue and inquiry-based research process by applying critical-thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge. [p. 14]

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. [p. 16]


Dispositions to be taught in the lesson:

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions. [p. 15]


Responsibilities to be taught in the lesson:


1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers. [p. 13]


1.3.2 Seek divergent perspectives during information gathering and using information. [p. 13]


1.3.4 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within the learning community. [p. 13]


1.3.5 Use information technology responsibly. [p. 13]

2.3.1 Connect understanding to the real world. [p. 14]


2.3.2 Consider diverse and global perspectives in drawing conclusions. [p. 14]

3.3.1 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating with others, and participating as a member of the community. [p. 15]


Self-assessment strategies to be taught in the lesson:

1.4.2 Use interaction with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. [p. 14]

2.4.2 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). [p. 14]


2.4.3 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. [p. 15]
Subject Related Massachusetts Curriculum Framework Strands with page numbers:

English Language Arts

General Standard 24: Research

24.4 Apply steps for obtaining information from a variety of sources, organizing information, documenting resources, and presenting research in individual projects:

· use standard bibliographic format to document sources. [p. ]

24.5 Formulate open-ended research questions and apply steps for obtaining and evaluating information from a variety of sources, organizing information, documenting sources in a consistent and standard format, and presenting research. [p. ]
History and Social Science

Grade 7

7.41 Describe the origins of Christianity and its central features. (H)

A. monotheism [p.  ]

Local Subject Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:


N/A

Local Library/Information Literacy Curriculum Standards or Benchmarks, if applicable:

N/A

Goal or goals for the lesson:


The goal of this lesson is to present an online pathfinder of resources centered on monotheism and prophets and to teach students how to effectively utilize the online resources. Additionally, students will gain knowledge of the databases’ citation builders and learn how to properly cite their sources. 

Objectives:  

Students will be able to …

1. Access the library’s online pathfinders. 


2. Effectively research the topics assigned by their teacher. 

3. Use three database citation builders. 
Vocabulary or Key Words:

N/A

Materials or Resources Needed (Provisioning):

Online Pathfinder of websites and databases that support student learning in this subject:

http://nnhs.newton.k12.ma.us/library/pathfinders-mainmenu-50/world-history-mainmenu-89/87-research-on-the-prophets-abraham-jesus-and-muhammad
PowerPoint slide listing the goals for the lesson

Computer Lab with one computer available per student


Laptop computer connected to Smartboard


How the Lesson Is to Be Developed:

A. Framing the Lesson or Setting the Stage:

1.
Before the lesson begins, post at the front of the teaching area a basic outline or itinerary of what will be happening during the lesson. (It needs to be framed in general terms. You will provide more details as the lesson progresses.)

The following objectives will be projected on the Smartboard at the front of the computer lab for students:

Research on the Prophets: Abraham, Jesus, and Muhammad



Objectives:

1. Access the library pathfinder.

2. Review several online resources and their citation builders.

3. Begin research on the prophets.


2.
Meet students at the door to the library. (Provide whatever directions here that will lead to a smooth beginning of the lesson, for example, where you want them to sit.)

Students will enter the library and proceed to the computer lab as directed by their teacher. I will be in the computer lab welcoming students with the lesson objectives projected on the Smartboard.

3.
Motivation (Why is this lesson important? What are the students going to learn?):



This lesson is important because it supports student achievement in their History course. Requested by the History teacher, the pathfinder provides vital research assistance for students. This topic is a difficult one to research as the keywords “Abraham,” “Mohammad,” and “Jesus,” return countless results. The pathfinder sets students on the right track in their research and allows them to spend time learning rather than searching. 

B. Step-by-step outline of how the lesson will be developed. (Think about how you will handle transitions.)

1. First I will introduce myself to the class, “Good morning, I am Mrs. Sower, a practicum student from Simmons College, and our teacher asked that I show you some of the library’s online resources for you Research on the Prophets assignment. If you have a question at any time, please raise your hand and I will be happy to answer it.”

2. Then I will say, “Before we begin I want to ask that you resist the pull of the Internet and just listen as I walk you through some of our online library resources. You will have a chance to try them out today, but I don’t want you to miss out on any information.” 

3. Next, I will point to the objectives, which will be projected on the Smartboard. I will explain that we will be looking at a library pathfinder titled “Research on the Prophets: Abraham, Jesus, and Muhammad.”  I will explain that we will explore several online databases and will take a look at their citation builders before the students began their work on the assignment. 

4. Then I will show students how to access the “Research on the Prophets: Abraham, Jesus, and Muhammad” pathfinder. I will explain that for today the pathfinder will be located on the front page of the library website, but in the future it will live under the World History section of the pathfinders. 

5. The first resource I will point to is the library catalog. I will explain that the books about religion are located in the 200s section of the library. I will also point out the section in the library.

6. Next I will explain that the library has subscriptions to several online databases. I will say, “These databases contain full text articles and books about countless topics. However, because these databases contain so much information, you must know the appropriate search terms when you conduct your research or you will get bogged down in information overload.”

7. I will give an example of this to students. I will say, “Let’s say you wanted to start your research with Abraham. So you type the name into the search box in Gale Power Search. Look what comes up.” I will then let students know that the links provided on the pathfinder direct them to pre-made searches, and will let them know that we want them to spend time learning and not searching. 

8. Then I will then pull up the search for Jesus in the Biography Resource Center Database, and the search for Mohammad on World Book Online and will reiterate that these searches have already been run for their use. I will also point out the citation features of each database. I will say, “I know Mr. Gestault would like you to cite your sources for your research paper. Copyright and Fair Use protect the rights of creators of original works and it is important to tell readers where you got your information. Databases make it very easy for you to do so.” I will model for students how to use the citations features on each of the databases. 

9. I will ask students if they have any questions about the databases and will let them know that I will be present as they begin their research and would be happy to assist them if they run into any issues. 

10. I will then remind students that they can access these resources from their home computers and will show them how to get to the passwords they will need on the library home page. 

11. In closing, I will ask students if they have any questions about the resources I presented. I will answer questions, thank them for their attention and remind them that I will be on hand in the computer lab if they run in to any problems using the databases.
C. Student Work to Be Completed (if any):

1.  Guided Practice:


During the second half of class, students will be given time to begin their research. I will be on hand to answer any questions or solve any issues that may arise.
2. Independent Practice:


N/A
 

D.
Student Assessment by the library teacher: (Can the student demonstrate mastery? How do you know if the student met the objectives or not?):



Assessment of the objectives will be informal. As I circulate through the computer lab assisting students and viewing their searches I will assess whether they are using the resources and strategies that I shared in my lesson to research the topics and cite their sources.
E.
Home Activities if Any:



N/A

F.
Teacher Analysis, Reflection, and Evaluation of the Lesson: This section provides an opportunity for the teacher to analyze and reflect on what happened in the lesson – what went well, what didn’t go well – why things happened the way they did, and how to make decisions about how to revise the lesson the next time it is taught. (To assist you in completing this section, please see the document Expectations for Written Products in the Appendix of The Student Handbook 2010-2011.)
Revised 6.23.10


Much like in the instance of the Citations Lesson Plan, I was surprised at how closely I followed the Research on the Prophets plan during the actual lesson. In writing my lesson plans I attempt to visualize how the lesson will transition from step to step and anticipate any organizational issues, however, it has been my experience that the reality of being in front of a class typically forces modifications to that plan. This was a rather short and straightforward lesson. The teacher requested this pathfinder to support the students’ research assignment and he was rather clear on his requirements. The librarian, Kevin McGrath, offered guidance as I created this pathfinder. He had developed a similar one for the teacher for last year’s course, however, the library no longer subscribed to two of the databases on his pathfinder, and several of the links no longer worked. As such, I formatted my pathfinder after Kevin’s and used current resources. 


We also discussed the abilities of the students in developing this lesson. I asked the librarian how I could best serve the grade nine students and determined that they had not yet had much exposure to the library or the library’s online resources. I decided that it would be best to provide pre-run searches for each of the prophets in each of the databases for the students. I wanted to avoid causing any frustration for the students. I felt that it would be important to present the library as a helpful and welcoming place for the freshman, and to introduce the databases as useful rather than confusing resources. In circulating through the students as they conducted their research I noted that they were using the databases and not straying to other sources, such as Wikipedia.  As such, I considered this a successful lesson and my assessment of the students’ performance was positive. 


Because this was such a straightforward lesson, I do not know that I would do much to modify it. However, I felt that it was very important to walk students through the citation tools for each database. From my own experience I know that bibliography creation and citations are not the most interesting or easily grasped concepts. As a librarian, I think that the repetition of sneaking the citation building tools into each lesson will eventually cause the information to sink in. These online resources make it so easy for students to create their bibliography and I hope that stressing these simple to use features removes at least some of the dread felt by students when they hear the words “citation” and “bibliography.”
